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FROM: D/SO‘§>

SUBJECT: The Korean Airliner Affair

This package of material contains a step by
step review of what we thought we knew, when we
knew it, what was reported, and to whom.
Enclosed at the Tabs are copies of the items
which reported our findings at the time. We
also have provided a short memo discussing the
way in which evidence assimulated in the ensuing
year has affected the findings (not much).

We also have included copies of speeches
given by the President (5 Sept 83) and
Ambassador Kirkpatrick (6 Sept 83). The
President's speech in particular appears to be
what Seymour Hersh is attempting to use to
support his allegations.

T

Douglas J. MacEachin

SOVA

Office of Soviet Analysis
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Following is a transcript of an address by Ambassador
Kirkpatrick to the United Natioms Security Council
as recorded by The New York Times:

Mos: o the world outetde ihe Soviet ated Gromyty’ wfy."mf“' et
0 wor e peoa romyko's t Soviet
Union has heard by now of the Korean airspace had been rudely violated

Flight 7, carrying 200 persons be-
tween New York and Seoul, which
strayed off course into Soviet.air-
space, was tracked by Soviet radar,
was by a Soviet SU-13 whose
pilot cooly and after careful consider-

, ‘an unidentified plane’’ whi

, “in violation of international
tions flew without navigation
ts,” unquote. Tass referred to ef-
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.-ation fired two air-launched missiles mw ﬁm ‘”‘mﬁ"i a
which the Korean airliner - marest in the territory of the
and apparently its 200 passengers and - Soviet Unlon.
crew. .~ “Over the Sakhalin Island,”

This calculated attack on a civilian mﬂgmmmmﬁ
airliner — unarmed, undefended, as shots with tracer shells along the
civilian airliners always are — has route of the Soon after
shockedtheworld. Wﬁhﬁm

people have Soviet airspace contintued
mt;.b?;t&ho?a&mmKA& :mmm&wrl:
, about
Che e S GO i 3%+ ‘o s o ok

acknowledged firing on the Korean
airliner. Indeed, not until Sept. S did
Soviet officials acknowledge publicly

\
i
I
&

. + Plane’s Navigatiea Lights

that K.A.L. 7 had disappeared in its ==

{cy waters. : z Y , when Soviet General
Soviet Government has not Romanov admitted that the

been silent about the plane, however.
It has merely lied.

1
;
i

Gromyko Statement ‘--zm"'m""‘"'m

On t. 1, Foreign Minister o
Gromyks:pammeod. and 1 quote: &mm nfl.“tﬂa ?lom
““An unidentified plane coming from SV said, &hﬂ
the direction of the Pacific Oceanen- m”"‘: ve
tered the airspace of the Union "“""’ bap-
over Kamchatka and for o passen-

the second time violated Soviet
airspace over the Sakhalin Island.

ints. i ot respond £ queriss and

* m to .
dnotentermtoeonugtwnhthe
radio control setvice.”’

F Minister Gromyko contin.
ued: * ters of the antiaircraft de-
fense, ch were sent aloft toward
the intruder plane, tried to give it
assistance in it to the near-
est airfield. But the intruder plane did
not react to the and warnings
from the Soviet ters and comtin-
ued its flight in the direction of the
Sea of Japan.’’ End quotation.
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: Aug. 31 while tracked,
‘dm,,“m,m..d “‘.,g Mroyodmgo Korean

sirliner and its rs.
The United States

world.‘lvtull: baevaln.;ghe on the videotape
'h(;:ht.hh ta pywwill hear the voices
gvm interceptors, which

While it is obvious that the pilots
are am instructions from
ground , those instructions
are not audible. What we are about to

ay back for you is the in!
Pape of the actual air-to-ground re-

ediately following my presen-
:!s?:m. Przlldcnt. the Russian-to-
: mmm%wm
a\.nﬂablew o¥ the § |
Council, an audio on whi
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ty
vilian liner, 11 permit no one to violate.”
Save vess % Checause ‘h%:g‘lmre claimed, still without ac-

commercial aircraft arenotequipped | knowledgeing that they shot down the
todoso. Korean airiner, that “our antiaircraft
" We know the int whichshot | defense has fuifilléd its duty for the
down K.A.L. 7 flew , alongside  defense of the security of our mother-
and in front of the airliner, at | land.” They have suggested that they
least as close as two kilometers may have mistaken the Korean
fore dropping back behind the plane airliner for an American reconnais-
to fire his missiles ' sance "blnm hurt etill dn not admit
At a distance of two kilometers, that they attacked it
' under the MW& But none of these half-lies and
that time, it was .m t0 excuses can withstand tion
identify a 747 passenger . Bl Stra off course is not recog-
ther the Soviets did not know the Ko- \ nized as a capital crime by civilized
rean plane was a commercial airlin- - ' pations. No nation has the sovereign
er, or he did not know what he was fir- m shoot down any person Or
hfut Y - ‘ that may stray across its bor-
wmmhm.: uhlm in this regard to
It's
ummtmmum.m refer to the statements made by the
be could easily have pulled up to witl Soviet Government at the time that
some number of meters of the mmwm
airliner to assure its identity, he did of the :&
Potbother todowo Swediah territortal '
In either case, there was shocking. At that time, the note addressed to
m‘“’mmm‘qm' the Government of Sweden by the
norms. ) o Soviet Union said, and I quote, “What
In the days following the destruc- sober-minded person — to say noth-
tion of K.A.L. 7, Soviet leaders and ing of military specialists — can sup-
the Soviet press have said repeatedly . pose that a submarine in a surface
they do not' understand what all the run with running lights on-and run-
fuss is about. . ning diesels, the noise of which was
They began by the United heard over a large distance, in night-
States of creating a about - time and in poor visibility conditions,
nothing. And more recently they have could engage in ‘impermissable ac-
accused us of a provocation, imply- tivitles.’ * | .
ing, though never quite saying, that There are internationally agreed
we provoked them into shooting upon standards for intercepting
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serious, for intercepung the intruder
and forcing it to land or to leave one's
airspace.

Sovereignty neither requires nor
permits shooting down airliners in
peacetime.

Recently, the Soviets have implied

that the K.A.L. 7 may have been mis-
taken for a U.S. aerial reconnais- |
sance flight. But that is no more per- |

suasive.

. The Korean Air Lines Boeing 747
was on a routine, scheduled flight. At
the time it was shot down, the U.S.
- reconnaissance plane referred to by
the Soviets had been on the ground for
more than one hour, more than 1,500
miles away. - ‘ -
" Moreover, the United States does
pot fly reconnaissance missions in
Soviet airspace. We do regularly op-
erate aircraft in international air-
space to monitor Soviet compliance
with. SALT and other arms-control
agreements. ,

The Soviet Government knows
what our usual flight patterns are and
can readily identify these missions.

Finally, neither the United States
nor any other country upset about the
slaughter of the 260 passengers of

K.A.L. 7is creating a hulabaloo by ex-

qgeratinxthetmmneeofthe
event

We are protesting a very important
violation of the norms of civilized con-
duct on which international aviation
rests, without which it will not be pos-
sible for any of us to board airliners,
nyacmcmunentsandoeamwnh-

out fear of becoming the object of 8

murderous attack.
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Isternational Alr Travel
To a degree we rarely consider, in-
ternational air travel on net-
worksofm\mnltnsuhatwewmnot
shoot down one another’s airliners,
kidnap, jail or poison passengers and
crews

Why did the Soviet Union violate
these norms? Why have they lied
about it?

Two reasons most often advanced
to explain why the Soviet pilot shot
down the airliner are, first, that it
was a mistake: the mistake of a trig-

’ -ha ot who, with his ground

a philosophy of
shoot now, identify later.

But if pilot error was responsible
for this tragic mistake, why has the

|
|

ik
% 3%3
52%%:%?
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They occupy Afghamstan and ac-
cuse the United States of interference
in its internal affairs. They create
massive new European vuinerabil-
ities with their SS-20's and accuse
NATO of seeking to upset the balance
of power. '

We think otherwise. We believe that
truth is as vital to cooperation and
peace among nations as among peo-

ple.
Global Prospects

It is depressing to consider seri-
ously our global prospects if those
must be built on relations

devoid of truth, devoid of trust.

It is depressing to consider a world
in which a major nation, equipped
with the most powerful modern weap-
ons, believes it has a sovereign right
to fire on a commercial airliner lost
over its territory.

These Soviet actions and claims il-
luminate the Soviet conception of ap-
propriate relations among nations in
peacetime.

They illuminate the world in which
we live and work and make policy. Of
course, some sophisticated observers
believe that the destruction of Flight 7
was neither the work of an isolated
Strangeglove, unconcerned about
human life, nor of that S |
and his ground controller, but was in-
stead a deliberate stroke designed to
intimidate.

A brutalpdecisive act meant to in-
still fear and hesitation in all who ob-
served this ruthless violence, Much

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/06/28 : CIA-RDP88G01116R000901170003-1

only did Soviet otficials shoot
a stray commercial airliner
e about, they have callously re-
offers of international’partici-
in search and rescue efforts in
of clearly stated international
standards and recommended prac-
tices of the International Civil Avia-

EH

' tion Organization, which call on

states to ‘‘grant any necessary per-
mission for the entry of such aircraft,
vessels, personnel or equipment into
its territorv and make necessary ar-

that
the Soviet Union is a state on
the dual prineiples of callousness and

' mendacity, dedicated to the rule of-
. force

Here is how Lenin described the

today.
‘rh); United States deeply believes
that immediate should be taken

here in the United Nations to de-

crease the likelihood of any repetition

as the destruction of an . vil- of the tragedy of K.A.L. 7.
lage or the imprisonment of the Hel- We ask our colleagues to join, with
Somphance troughterror. T o eoen Thi tragedy new chasity
o ) about the character of our worid and

Whichever the case, whether the new constructive efforts to us
destructionof K.A.L. 7 and its passen- all more secure in the air the

reflect only utter indifference to . ground.
life, or whether that destruc-
tion was designed to intimidate, we
are dealing here not with pilot error -
but with decisions and priorities char-
acteristicof asystem.
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Following is a transcript of the President's

The New

5 September speech as recorded by

York Times:
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I've told of tions we've
mnmt.thﬂ(omn
Alr Lines massacre, but we cannot,
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Transcript of Pilot Tapes
‘ , Sept. 5 (AP) — Following is a transcript, as trans-
Latod o he Rusclan and iscributed by 08 White House Eoight, o
 excerpts from the radio transmissions of two Sovist pilots who were
scribed as having participated in the downing of Korean Alr Lines
mmmmmumaancmmmm '

1018:4—SU-18 _ fighter to get” .

: Soviet station  1826:20—SU-15  fighter
m; *“The A.N.O. (m% _ Deputat: “1 lll!'_m
) m hmh. 1) lm;n—su-u w

e MIG2) fghter to Deputat: “The target Is

Dt Roge, 1 8 T, WL L g

@—SU-15  fighter to t: “1 am |
o&”ﬁgﬂx.@mmmm_ mag
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